
SSamantha Bosco was born in  Anchorage, 
Alaska,  with a  posteromedial  bow of  the 
r ight  t ib ia  and a  calcaneal  valgus  foot  that 
was corrected at  the age of  four  by having 
a  wedge of  bone surgical ly  removed.  At  the 
age of  11,  with the dream of  becoming a 
profess ional  cyc l ist  a lready deep set ,  Bosco 
underwent a  l imb lengthening surgery that 
would el iminate the length discrepancy. 
Compl icat ions and errors  in  the surgery had 
Bosco trading in  her  bikes  for  crutches and 
seeing her  dream fade away.

After  three years  of  enduring crutches,  Bosco 
was left  with permanent  damage to her  r ight 
leg  –  shorter,  immobi le  ankle,  smal ler  foot, 
impaired muscle  strength and nerve damage. 
With a  di f ferent  sport  and a  few bumps along 
the way,  Bosco found her  way back to cycl ing 
in  2011.  Ris ing through the road categories 
as  an “able-body ” cycl ist ,  Bosco found out 
about  paracycl ing from a fr iend and raced 
her  f i rst  paracycl ing race in  2013.  Later  that 
same year,  she made the nat ional  team later 
and won her  f i rst  bronze medal  t ime tr ia l  at 
the Paracycl ing Road World Championships. 
Three years  later,  Bosco made her  f i rst  Team 
USA Paralympic  Games roster,  winning two 
bronze medals  at  the 2016 Paralympic  Games 
in  Rio de Janeiro,  Braz i l . 

Bosco continues to  l ive  her  dream of  being 
a  profess ional  cyc l ist  as  a  member of  the 
US Paralympics  Cycl ing nat ional  team and, 
despite  a  s ignif icant  head injury  sustained 
days  after  receiv ing an ESPY nominee for  Best 
Female Athlete with a  Disabi l i ty  and making 
the roster  for  her  second Paralympic  Games, 
is  tra ining to take on more Paralympic  Games 
whi le  pursuing entrepreneurship and mentor 
future astronauts,  doctors ,  athletes,  and big 
dreamers. 

The moniker  came about  f rom Samantha’s 

mom, who jokingly  ca l led her  crabby 

Samantha for  her  love of  Alaskan King 

Crab.  When she started raceing road bikes, 

Samantha’s  mom s igned her  up on USA 

Cycl ing  as  Cranky Sam to g i f t  Samantha her 

f i rst  road cyc l ing  l icense.  Sammiecranks 

became a  memento to  her  f i rst  supporters .
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2 0 1 7 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  2 0 2 3  S e r i e s  O v e r a l l  L e a d e r

3 6  t o t a l  w o r l d  c u p  m e d a l s  ( 1 5  g o l d )

3 x  W O R L D  C U P  S E R I E S

3 K  I n d i v i d u a l  P u r s u i t ,  2 0 1 7

T i m e  T r i a l ,  2 0 2 3  a n d  2 0 2 2

R o a d  R a c e ,  2 0 2 3  a n d  2 0 2 2

5 x  W O R L D  T I T L E S

P a r a l y m p i c  G a m e s

R i o  d e  J a n e i r o ,  B r a z i l

2 x  B R O N Z E

5  g o l d

6  s i l v e r

1 0  b r o n z e

2 1 x  W O R L D  M E D A L S

1 2  r o a d  t i t l e s

4  t r a c k  t i t l e s

1 6 x  N A T I O N A L  C H A M P


